THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

practised, declares that to-day, without the unity of our
people, all resistance is impossible, and calls all sections to
a positive and a fruitful accord in the interests of our
independence and of our liberty.

"We are aware of the agreement reached by the
National Council of Defence about conditions to be made
for peace in which there shall be no reprisals. In these
circumstances we do not only give up our resistance to the
constituted authority but also, Communists both at the
front and behind the lines, wherever they are working or
fighting, will continue as they have done till now, giving
to the country an example of self-sacrifice, heroism, and
discipline, with their blood and with their lives.

"March  isth,  1939."

The two documents show a complete contrast between
the behaviour of the National Council of Defence and that
of the Communist Party. Whilst the Council did exactly
what it promised, the Communist leaders continued
working in Extremadura and Levante with the perverse
idea of complicating the situation.

This document of the Communist Party speaks for
itself. They thought that they ought to end the hostilities
which they themselves had provoked, and they came to
this conclusion when they had completely lost the
struggle. They saw it was necessary to unite all forces
against invasion, they themselves being those who had
broken that unity, and who had left important sections of
the front at the mercy of the Nationalists for six days.